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in the Divine Creator. Live according to the laws of
the world. Nature laughs. God rules in sunshine.
And about the soul ? and about a future world ? Go
ask your oracles, says Eabelais, and see what answer
they will give. But the good God, who has created this
wondrous cosmos, who gives us His continual grace to
make us love learning and each other, reigns. Let us trust
Him, because there is none other that fighteth for us.
Attempts have been made to prove that Eabelais was
a Christian. To suppose this is, in my mind, not only
seriously to misunderstand the spirit of his book, but that
of his time. The scholars of France at this period, the
men with whom he associated, were Christians only in
name, and when no danger of martyrdom appeared immi-
nent. Let us again insist that Eabelais came out of his
cloister at forty. "While the great Eevolt was slowly
preparing in men's minds, he had remained untouched
by any of the influences which, brought about religious
change; or, if touched at all, then individually and
separately, as one who rediscovers in his cell something
of what has already been discovered and made known
in the outer world. He came, a Frenchman of forty and
a stranger, into France, whose religion was tottering,
whose educational methods were superannuated, whose
doctors, advocates, and preachers were pedantic, whose
judges were corrupt, and whose ignorance was enormous*.
He came as a stranger and outsider, and looked on
everything as those who had been brought up in the
midst of this state of things could not look. Though
from time to time he might be drawn in the direc-
tion of Geneva, it was but a momentary temptation.
The only Christianity, unfortunately, which he knew,
was that of the monastery: he could not but know that